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Commissioner Adelstein Addresses WTA Fall Annual Meeting
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON – TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2008 – This morning, Federal Communications Commission Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein addressed more than 150 rural telecommunications carriers during the Western Telecommunications Alliance’s 2008 Fall Annual Meeting.
He spoke on the importance of making sure rural areas are not left behind in any national broadband policy and some of the major issues the FCC is considering at this time, including reform of the Universal Service Fund, intercarrier compensation reform, better collection of broadband data, and the transition to digital television.

Commissioner Adelstein also noted that the U.S. should be concerned that consumers in other countries get more broadband for their money.  

An excerpt from his remarks is below.

“Broadband networks are reshaping almost every aspect of the way we communicate.  And the transformation is accelerating across the board, from health care, education, public safety, to every facet of our economy.  The opportunities being created are greater than ever.  And so are the costs of being left behind.  Rural America deserves better than a dirt road access to the information superhighway.  Rural communities and providers must seize the initiative.  And policymakers need to put a higher priority on promoting the widespread deployment of high-bandwidth broadband networks to all communities.”
###

The Western Telecommunications Alliance represents more than 250 rural telephone companies in 24 states west of the Mississippi River.  On average, WTA members serve fewer than 3,000 customers, and fewer than 500 customers per exchange.  Its members serve some of the highest cost and lowest density areas in the country with some of the most rugged terrain, harshest weather conditions and socioeconomic situations arguably making it the nation’s most difficult areas to serve.  Visit the WTA Web site at www.w-t-a.org.
