
   
 

October 3, 2011 
 
 
 
The Honorable Julius Genachowski  
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC  20554 
 
Ex Parte Letter  
 
In the Matter of  Connect America Fund, WC Docket No. 10-90; A National Broadband Plan 
for Our Future, GN Docket No. 09-51; Establishing Just and Reasonable Rates for Local 
Exchange Carriers, WC Docket No. 07-135; High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC 
Docket No. 05-337; Developing a Unified Intercarrier Compensation Regime, CC Docket 01-
92; Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45; Lifeline and Link-
Up, WC Docket No. 03-109 
 
Dear Chairman Genachowski: 
 
We are writing to express our concern about proposals published by the Federal 
Communications Commission in February 2011 that, if adopted, would have a devastating 
impact on broadband in rural America. 
 
We recognize the need to update cost-recovery systems in order to ensure all Americans have 
access to vital broadband services.  Under existing Universal Service Fund (USF) and 
intercarrier compensation (ICC) rules, the Commission has advanced the public policy, as 
articulated by Congress, that Americans in rural and high-cost areas have access to services that 
are reasonably comparable in price and quality to those available in urban areas.  This imperative 
is as important as it ever was: opportunities in the fields of education, health care, and public 
safety, and the general advancement of commercial industries like farming and ranching, are 
increasingly dependent on access to affordable, quality broadband.  Robust broadband is 
necessary to supply our rural areas with meaningful access to distance education, telemedicine, 
public safety systems and economic development opportunities. 
 
Accordingly, we urge the Commission to undertake its current broadband-oriented efforts in a 
way that recognizes the unique challenges of providing communication services in rural 
America.  We also ask you to consider the landmark industry consensus letter filed July 29, 
2011, by a wide range of industry participants, which indicates collective recognition of the 
importance of broadband deployment in rural America.  The decisions you and your colleagues 
make today will have long-term implications for the quality of life in rural communities. We 
urge you to avoid reforms that would undermine the availability and affordability of the services 
offered by small, rural providers.  Rather, the Commission should ensure that new policies 
enable continuation of the advancements that rural cooperative and commercial communications  
providers have made to provide service in high-cost and hard-to-reach areas of this country.   
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Those advancements would not have been possible without USF and ICC programs, and 
emerging regulations should ensure that similar successes can continue and be maintained. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 

AMERICAN FARM BUREAU 
FEDERATION 
By: /s/ RJ Karney 
RJ Karney 
Director of Congressional Relations 
601 Maryland Avenue, SW, Suite 1000W 
Washington, D.C. 20024 
(202) 406-3600 
 
AMERICAN TELEMEDICINE 
ASSOCIATION 
By: /s/ Gary Capistrant 
Gary Capistrant 
Senior Director of Public Policy 
1100 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Suite 540 
Washington, DC 20036 
(202) 223-3333 
 
COMMUNITY ACTION 
PARTNERSHIP 
By: /s/ Don Mathis 
Don Mathis 
President & CEO 
1140 Connecticut Avenue, NW # 1210 
Washington, DC 20036-4003 
(202) 265-7546 
 
FARM CREDIT COUNCIL 
By: /s/ Robbie Boone 
Robbie Boone 
Vice President, Government Affairs 
50 F Street, NW 
Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20001 
(202) 626-8710 
 
 

INDEPENDENT COMMUNITY 
BANKERS OF AMERICA 
By: /s/ Mark Scanlan 
Mark Scanlan 
Vice President, Agriculture & Rural Policy 
1615 L Street, NW  
Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20036 
(800) 422-8439 
 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
COUNTIES 
By: /s/ Erik Johnston 
Erik Johnston 
Associate Legislative Director 
25 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20001 
(202) 393-6226 
 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
FEDERALLY IMPACTED SCHOOLS 
By: /s/ John Forkenbrock 
John Forkenbrock 
Executive Director 
444 N. Capitol Street, NW 
 Suite 419 
 Washington, DC 20001 
(202) 624-5455 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STATE 
DIRECTORS OF CAREER 
TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
By: /s/ Kimberly A. Green 
Kimberly A. Green 
Executive Director 
8484 Georgia Avenue  
Suite 320 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 
(301) 588-9630 
 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF FARMER  
COOPERATIVES 
By: /s/ Kevin Natz 
Kevin Natz 
Vice President 
50 F Street NW 
Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20001 
(202) 626-8700 
 
NATIONAL FARMERS UNION 
By: /s/ Mike Stranz 
Mike Stranz 
Government Relations Representative 
20 F Street NW 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20001 
(202) 544-1600 
 
NATIONAL GRANGE 
By: /s/ Nicole Palya Wood 
Nicole Palya Wood 
Legislative Affairs Director 
1616 H Street NW 
Washington, DC 20006 
(202)  628-3507 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NATIONAL RURAL HEALTH 
ASSOCIATION 
By: /s/ David Lee 
David Lee 
Manager of Government Affairs and Policy 
1108 K Street, NW; 2nd Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20005-4094 
(202) 639-0550 
 
NATIONAL RURAL 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE  
By: /s/ Chris Martin 
Chris Martin 
Vice President of Member and Industry 
Relations 
2121 Cooperative Way 
Herndon, VA 20171 
(703) 787-0874 
 
 
NET LITERACY 
By: /s/ Donald A. Kent 
Donald A. Kent 
President 
426 Springwood Drive 
Carmel, IN 46032 
(317) 340-4011 
 
RURAL SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY 
TRUST 
By: /s/ Robert Mahaffey 
Robert Mahaffey 
Director of Communications and Marketing 
4455 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Suite 310 
Washington, DC 20008 
(202) 822-3919 
 
        


